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ADDI TI ONAL STATEMENTS

ESTABLI SHVENT OF THE HAROLD KELLER PUBLI C SERVI CE LEADERSH P AWARD

<bullet> M. COCHRAN. M. President, each year nmany of Anerica' s best
and brightest high school students cone together to conpete in the John
C. Stennis National Student Congress. For nearly 30 years Harold Keller
has been the driving force behind this event, which has provided

t housands of young people an opportunity to devel op | eadership skills
and | earn about Congress.

Harold Keller is known as " M. Congress'' within the National
Forensi c League, which enconpasses the National Student Congress as
part of its conprehensive national speech and debate program Each year
he has worked tirelessly to make the week-long conpetition run snoothly
and fairly. But perhaps nore inportantly, he has also made tine to
provi de personal encouragenent and gui dance to nmany of those who take
part.

It is this commitnent and conpassion that has made himnot only an
I ntegral part of the National Student Congress but al so a nenorable
force in the lives of many students who have participated through the
years.

In addition to his | eadership of the Student Congress, Harold Keller
Is a tireless chanpi on of speech and debate education throughout the
Nation. He has spent many weekends away from hone conducting | ocal and
district tournanents and sem nars. Despite retiring as a speech and
debate teacher at West Hi gh School in Davenport, IA in 2003, M.
Kel |l er continues his service on the Executive Council of the National
Forensi c League and continues to provide | eadership and inspirati on not
only to students, but also to teachers and coaches who view himas a
mentor. It was in recognition for his lifelong efforts that the
Nat i onal Forensic League inducted himinto its Hall of Fane.

M. Keller has faithfully lived his life by the phil osophy expressed
on a poster which hangs in his office quoting the words of Forest



Wtcraft:

A hundred years fromnow it will not matter what ny bank
account was,
The sort of house | lived in or what kind of car | drove.

But the world nay be different because | was inportant in the
life of a child.

When the 2006 John C. Stennis National Student Congress convenes in
G apevi ne, TX, June 18-23, with over 420 conpetitors fromthroughout
the United States, the Stennis Center for Public Service, which

sponsors the event, wll honor Harold Keller by establishing the Harold
Kel l er Public Service Leadership Award. Begi nning next year, the Keller
Anvard w ||l be presented annually to a forner Student Congress

conpetitor who has made significant contributions to his or her
community, State, or Nation through public service |eadership. The
Har ol d
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Keller Award w |l recogni ze individuals who have best applied the
| essons | earned through participation in the Student Congress to becone
outstandi ng | eaders in public service.

There is perhaps no better way to recogni ze and honor M. Keller's
comm tment and | eadership than through this award. Each year, the
wnner wll return to the National Student Congress to serve as a role
nodel and inspiration to the newest class of participants.

In recognition of the establishnment of this award and of M. Keller's
many years of selfless | eadership, the Stennis Center will present him
with a replica of the small, handl el ess gavel which sits on the rostrum
of this Chanber today. This gavel, a very significant synbol of the
Senate, was used by Vice President John Adans to call the first Senate
to order in 1789 in New York and has, according to tradition, rested on
the rostrumof the Senate during its neetings since then. The replica
of the original ivory gavel is sculpted frommarble that was once part
of the Capitol

It is hoped that Harold Keller will receive the replica of this
hi storic Senate gavel as a synbol of our gratitude for his patriotism
and tireless | eadership in providing opportunities for young nen and
wonen to prepare for public service. Utimtely, however, the greatest
reward for him and for our Nation, nust be the quality and character
of the | eadership that will cone fromthose who benefited fromhis hard
wor k, teaching, and gui dance.

We pay tribute to Harold Keller for the wonderful |eadership
opportunities he has provided over the past three decades for American



youth participating in the John C. Stennis National Student Congress,
and congratul ate himon the well deserved honor of having a national
award for public service | eadership established in his nane.<bullet>
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