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The award was established to honor the long-time leader of
the Stennis Student Congress, Harold C. Keller, a speech
and debate coach from Davenport, Iowa.  In the year 2003,
Keller stepped down from his post of National Clerk of the
Congress. For over 25 years, the man affectionately known
as "Mr. Congress," was a driving force in planning and
implementing the yearly event.  Keller always believed the
greatest value of Student Congress is the preparation and
inspiration it provides to future leaders in public service.  In
his years of service, Keller oversaw everything from
printing legislation and organizing the chambers to
supervising the judging and checking the results. Billy Tate,
the National Forensic League president, said, "No person
has done more to promote and improve NFL Stennis
Student Congress as an event that Harold Keller."  The
award that pays tribute to Keller's long-time support
recognizes an individual who has successfully applied
lessons learned through Student Congress to become an
effective leader in public service.

Eligibility Criteria

To qualify for the award, an individual must be:

a former National Student Congress participant

·

Selection Process

To be considered all nominations and materials
must be received by January 26, 2009.
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·
a significant contributor to his or her community,
state, or nation through public service leadership

·

Selection will be made by an independent
committee approved by the Stennis Center.

·

Selection is based on demonstrated leadership
ability, commitment to public service, and
potential for an ongoing leadership role in the
nominee's community and beyond.

·

The award ceremony will be held at the National
Forensic League's 2009 National Tournament in
Birmingham, Alabama.

·

Tamara Serwer Caldas was presented with the second
Harold Keller Award for Public Service Leadership at
the 2008 National Forensic League Tournament.
Honored for her dedication to human rights
throughout her career, Caldas credits her time in
speech and debate at Clark High School in San
Antonio as a vital part of her personal and
professional success.
Caldas currently  serves as managing attorney for the
Atlanta Volunteer Lawyers Foundation.  She is
responsible for facilitating volunteer representation of
low-income residents of Atlanta in cases involving
consumer, housing, family law, and other legal
matters for individuals unable to afford legal
assistance.  Founder of the Housing Advocacy and
Resource Center in Atlanta, Caldas works to ensure
that this court-based program provided consultation
and representation in eviction proceedings for tenants.

- 2008 Award Winner -

"Speech and debate taught me how important it is to
thoroughly research and understand both sides of an
argument and even how to articulate the side that I may
not personally agree with. These are extraordinarily
important skills both in terms of being able to present a
thoughtful and persuasive position in professional
contexts, but also in terms of allowing for respectful and
intelligent disagreement and compromise. It also taught
me the power in being comfortable with my own voice
and my own words. If you know that when you stand up
in front of a courtroom, a legislative body or any large
group of people, your voice will be strong and sure, you
have the power to make things happen."
                                          -Tamara Serwer Caldas
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NOMINATION FORM
(to be completed by nominator)

Letter of endorsement is required.
Two additional letters of recommendation are allowed for a total of three letters of support.
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Nominee's Name

Current Position

Street Address

City State Zip

Phone Fax E-mail

Nominator's Signature Date

Nominator (please print)

Title Name of School

Street Address

City State Zip

Phone Fax E-mail

Year(s) of Participation Name of High School Represented  Location of High School (City, State)



Harold Keller Public Service Leadership Award

NOMINATION FORM
(to be completed by

nominator or nominee)

2009 Nomination Form   For more Information:  (662) 325-8409   www.stennis.gov

Nominee's Name

1. List the secondary school and all higher education institutions nominee attended.
School                                                              Location                                                        Dates Attended

2. List public service and community activities. List in descending order of significance.
Activity                                                              Role                                                             Dates

3. List jobs and internships since high school or college graduation.
Type of Work                                                     Employer                                                     Dates

 4.  List awards or special recognitions nominee has received.

A resume may be attached in lieu of this form providing it contains all of the following information.
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IMPORTANT
Before mailing be sure all necessary material is included. Remember, only completed nominations received
by January 26, 2009, will be considered.

▪ Full contact information for nominee

Summary of nominee's public service

Letter of nominator's endorsement

Letters of support from two individuals

Nominator's signature and contact
information

STENNIS CENTER FOR PUBLIC SERVICE

Mail this nomination form with supporting materials to:
KELLER AWARD SELECTION COMMITTEE

BOX 9629
MISSISSIPPI STATE, MS 39762

ONLY COMPLETED APPLICATIONS RECEIVED BY JANUARY 26, 2009,
WILL BE CONSIDERED FOR THE 2009 AWARD.

▪

▪

▪

▪
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The award was established to honor the long-time leader of
the Stennis Student Congress, Harold C. Keller, a speech
and debate coach from Davenport, Iowa.  In the year 2003,
Keller stepped down from his post of National Clerk of the
Congress. For over 25 years, the man affectionately known
as "Mr. Congress," was a driving force in planning and
implementing the yearly event.  Keller always believed the
greatest value of Student Congress is the preparation and
inspiration it provides to future leaders in public service.  In
his years of service, Keller oversaw everything from
printing legislation and organizing the chambers to
supervising the judging and checking the results. Billy Tate,
the National Forensic League president, said, "No person
has done more to promote and improve NFL Stennis
Student Congress as an event that Harold Keller."  The
award that pays tribute to Keller's long-time support

  recognizes an individual who has successfully applied
lessons learned through Student Congress to become an
effective leader in public service.  
Eligibility Criteria
To qualify for the award, an individual must be:
a former National Student Congress participant
·
Selection Process
To be considered all nominations and materialsmust be received by January 26, 2009. 
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·
a significant contributor to his or her community,state, or nation through public service leadership 
·
Selection will be made by an independent
committee approved by the Stennis Center.
·
Selection is based on demonstrated leadership
ability, commitment to public service, and
potential for an ongoing leadership role in the
nominee's community and beyond.
·
The award ceremony will be held at the NationalForensic League's 2009 National Tournament inBirmingham, Alabama. 
·
Tamara Serwer Caldas was presented with the second Harold Keller Award for Public Service Leadership at the 2008 National Forensic League Tournament.  Honored for her dedication to human rights throughout her career, Caldas credits her time in speech and debate at Clark High School in San Antonio as a vital part of her personal and professional success. 
Caldas currently  serves as managing attorney for the Atlanta Volunteer Lawyers Foundation.  She is responsible for facilitating volunteer representation of low-income residents of Atlanta in cases involving consumer, housing, family law, and other legal matters for individuals unable to afford legal assistance.  Founder of the Housing Advocacy and Resource Center in Atlanta, Caldas works to ensure that this court-based program provided consultation and representation in eviction proceedings for tenants.  
 
- 2008 Award Winner -
"Speech and debate taught me how important it is to thoroughly research and understand both sides of an argument and even how to articulate the side that I may not personally agree with. These are extraordinarily important skills both in terms of being able to present a thoughtful and persuasive position in professional contexts, but also in terms of allowing for respectful and intelligent disagreement and compromise. It also taught me the power in being comfortable with my own voice and my own words. If you know that when you stand up in front of a courtroom, a legislative body or any large group of people, your voice will be strong and sure, you have the power to make things happen."
                                          -Tamara Serwer Caldas
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Nominee's Name
1. List the secondary school and all higher education institutions nominee attended.School                                                              Location                                                        Dates Attended 
2. List public service and community activities. List in descending order of significance.Activity                                                              Role                                                             Dates  
3. List jobs and internships since high school or college graduation.Type of Work                                                     Employer                                                     Dates  
 4.  List awards or special recognitions nominee has received.
A resume may be attached in lieu of this form providing it contains all of the following information.
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Before mailing be sure all necessary material is included. Remember, only completed nominations receivedby January 26, 2009, will be considered.
▪
 
Full contact information for nominee
Summary of nominee's public service
Letter of nominator's endorsement
Letters of support from two individuals
Nominator's signature and contact
information
STENNIS CENTER FOR PUBLIC SERVICE
Mail this nomination form with supporting materials to:
KELLER AWARD SELECTION COMMITTEE
BOX 9629
MISSISSIPPI STATE, MS 39762
ONLY COMPLETED APPLICATIONS RECEIVED BY JANUARY 26, 2009, 
WILL BE CONSIDERED FOR THE 2009 AWARD.
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